
 

         
 

 
BJA/RCoA Basic Science Research Fellowship Grant Committee 

Friday 14 February 2014, 11.00 am 
in the 6th Floor Meeting Room - Churchill House 

 
 
 
 
Members:     Relevant affiliations 
Professor Hugh Hemmings (New York)  Chair, BJA 

 
Professor Anthony Absalom 
(Groningen, Netherlands) (via Skype)  BJA 
Professor Helen Galley (Aberdeen)  BJA 
Professor Graeme Henderson (Bristol)  Non BJA  
Mr David Hepworth (London)   Patient Liaison Group Representative, RCoA 
Professor Dave Lambert (Leicester)  BJA 
Dr Iain Moppett  (Nottingham)   BJA 

 
In attendance: 
Miss C Bunnell      NIAA Administrator 

 
 

2014/01  WELCOME  
 
The Chair welcomed members to the meeting. 

 
2014/02  INTRODUCTION 
 
The Chair reminded colleagues that the Fellowship was designed to support basic science research 
from researchers who had not yet achieved professorial status and were looking to secure major 
Medical Research Council (MRC), National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) or charity funding in 
the foreseeable future. 

 
Professor Galley queried the title of the award and asked whether the applications received 
adequately fulfilled the traditional requirements of a Fellowship. All of the applicants were 
‘independent researchers’, already working at a senior level, and she felt that the projects could be 
better described as project grant applications. Typically Fellowships were associated with training 
grants and would be geared at applicants at a much earlier stage in their career than those who had 
applied for this particular award. 

 
Members agreed that the term was slightly ambiguous and that ‘early career investment grant’ 
might have been more appropriate. However, the wording of the advert was based on MRC and 
NIHR rubric and the Chair felt that it accurately reflected the award’s purpose to support individuals 
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who had the potential to become professors by increasing their research capacity and giving them 
leverage to apply for substantial grant funding. 
 
2014/03  CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
No professional or personal conflicts of interest were declared however it was noted that in addition 
to the Chair the following members of the committee were on the British Journal of Anaesthesia 
(BJA) Editorial Board: Professor Anthony Absalom; Professor Helen Galley; Professor Dave Lambert 
and Dr Iain Moppett. 
 
 
2014/04   EVALUATION AND DECISION 
 
The committee considered six applications in total for a combined sum of £1,493,353. 
 
The following applications were shortlisted: 
 
Dr Daqing Ma (Imperial College, London) 
Novel preservative strategy in enhancing marginal kidney donor pool 
Funding requested: £249,515 
 
Dr Gareth Ackland (University College, London) 
Parasympathetic modulation of perioperative myocardial injury 
Funding requested: £250,000 
 
After careful consideration the committee agreed to make the following recommendations to the 
BJA Directors: 
 

• To fund the application from Dr Daqing Ma for three, rather than the requested four, years 
• If sufficient funds are available, to recommend that the application from Dr Gareth Ackland 

is funded, with an additional recommendation that the clinical aspect of the project be 
removed. 

 
The second proposal was supported by five of the six committee members present. 

 
ACTION: Professor Lambert to communicate the committee’s recommendations to the BJA 

Directors. 
 
2014/05  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Professor Lambert invited observations on the grant process and Professor Henderson suggested 
that if the external peer reviews could be obtained in time they these should be sent to the 
applicants for comment prior to the grant committee meeting. Professor Galley also suggested that 
it would be helpful to know how much input was expected from the applicants in terms of their time 
on the project. 
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